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Sister’s charity holds

HEN enormous
w attention is being

paid to a Queens-
lander who has rocked the
foundations of traditional
Australian polities, the death
of one of Australia’s great
20th century women has
passed with too little notice.

Across every group which
makes up this country, from
prime ministers to paupers,
from establishment figures to
the newest migrant, from the
rich to the starving poor,
Sister Mary Fablan was
regarded as one of the most
outstanding people they had
met.

She died two weeks ago at
87, after spending 58 years of
her Hfe as a nun of the
160-year-old Australian "Sis-
ters of Charity. :

Until the last few months of
her life, she cared for others.
. Her most famous role was
as’.founder .of Melbourne's
St tent's Private Hospital,
a feat she achieved by an
amazing manipulation of
church, state and financial
figures,

But there was another side
to Sister Fabian's character
which she refused to make
public while asiie was alive,
She was one of the strongest
voices alerting her church to
the problems " which have
become obvious and tragic in
many areas, and in
for changes for the future.

AS a young nun, she was
approached by the legendary
Archbishop Danlel Mannix to
cxpand the maternity hos-
pital then being run by the
Charity nuns for Impover-
ished mothers, to look after

the single women and child- :

ren . whose “sltuation” had
been created by priests.

There was almost total
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formed over the years in
which she administered the
secret side of her maternity
hospital, stayed within her
order and the Church.

But, should some future
Pope restore the rule which
. pertained for the first millen-
nium of Christianity, -that

“celibacy of the clergy should - §
" not be compulsory, there wiil .

be notes in the Vatlcan which |

attest to the views of Sister *

Fabian. o
" Among them will be her
strong opinion about what
.created ~some of the more

" appalling” human ‘problems -

which have emerged in recent
years in the Catholle Church.

Significantly, the problems

have not Involved the order of
nuns zhe loined so long ago.
-The Sisterc of Cherity
attracted this powerful per-
‘sonality because they looked
at the broad sweep of human
needs.

They are best known to the
general public for their
St Vincent's public hospitals
in Melbourne and Sydney,
but they have operated pri-
vate hospitals, schools and
Institutions for the dying in
most Australian states.”

. “There are few Charity nuns
who, like Sister Fablan, have

oppositionto*the Idea’ from‘’*doesmot inspire abuse.

church ‘officlals ‘but, 'as she +?*4q¢ woe typical of Fablan, as -

-§.the,rich, poor and her peers; cast year, and despite several

major operations to keep her

did with hundreds of initat-:
ives throughout her life,-8is--

¢ ‘alwdys knew her, that when®:

ter Fablan's leadership pre-jf -she retired In7p85 fromTun-

valled. . .:; S

{UIitll the-last few months
wheh age.and fliness caught

wning the 8t Vingent's Private
::"H'ospltal she raupfefgéd.' she dl
~1to things..Bhe let everybody

£
d=-"Bister Fablan led a group of
'+ CATers, nuns and lay people In

a message for

) rop sut
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Mourned widely: Sister Fabion inspired thousands.

been involved In at the hos-
pital, care of the dying.
She came to the concluston

“-that the happiness of many

Sister Fabian's talent for

leadership was partly a prod- _

uct of her strong will, but it
also stemmed from her beliefs

old and dying people was best. .8nd her .experience. She

< served If the cared for
not confronted the problems . ¥ Jrere :

facing all humans across thelr .
life _spans, Such experience.

.at home, rather than in
speclallst  hospices, while
agreeing the latter were more
appropriate for some. .; ;.. .

For many years, until late’

own .declining body golng,

anderstood prejudice. .and .

abhorred it. And people of
many backgrounds recog-
nised it,.applauded it and
were willingly brought into

-*/the rextraordinary circle - of
Bister. Fablan's friends an
supporters, Ve

/i :Bhels being mourned tod

* s much inthe Jewish, Greek,

Itallan, Aboriginal and many :

. other ,Yethnic” communities

up ‘with her, ‘Sister Fablan ::dnvolved knoy she'would not -*Visitng the dying, especlally* ds ‘she 15 in the old. Irish

kept in-touch with scores pf
the children of those

. vislt the placeagaln, tolet the

and thelr children. 'Her loy-/'freedom.  She also:-concen-

alty”meant the ‘views she ~itrated on something she had"

LI

rthose who had little familyor -
lialsons, ' new ' managers . have _thelr,’; other.close support. -+ "

- Bhe vislted more than 40
“such people every week. -

Catholic tribe which spatmed

- “her ordér of nuns. N
:How she managed to create

5t Vincent's Private Hospltal

.. female Prime

_ OpeS

‘-from nothing is typlca! of her
leadership and the sipport
she inspired. .. -. i

The :millions of <lollars
needed for the new building
on Melbourne's Eastern Hill
were simply not availeble to
the Sisters of-Charity or to
the Melbourne church: Banks
would not iend the money
without guarantees and the
Vaticar would not approve
the project unless the
finances were in order.

Sister Fabian went to =2
variety of people and put her
case. The Jewish community

-organised the finance, at
2 per cent below bank rates,
then Victorian Premier Henry
Bolte introduced a unigue bill
to the Victorian Parliument

-~ to glve a government guaran-

tee (which was never nueded)

and  Sister Fabian simply

" wroteto the Pope asking for
-permission. -

HE won It. Signifi-

s cantly, In the last act of

his record-breaking

. premliership, Bolte intro-

duced the St Vincent's Pri-
vate Hospital (Guarsntees)
' Bill. It was seconded jointly
by then Labor leader Clyde
Holding and the Country
‘rarty leader Peter Ross-
Edwards.
It is one of the few acts of
"the Victorian Parliament
which was passed unani-
mously in both chamtiers.
- Inthe decade and a half she
. ran the -hospital, Sister
-Fablan never turned « single
patient away, though it was a
‘private’ hospltal, She had a
secret color code sys.em for
admissions which she looked
at every momning.
.~ The rich pald, the poor
were treated for nothing and
.she quletly " talked to the
“doubtfuls”. .Thousands of
“men ‘and women froin every
culture and rellgion learned
_to respect and follovw Slster
. Fablan's leadership, - ..
* Had she not spent her life
directly helping others, she
: would have made a great first
Mlnlslt.g_r.*‘ w
. Peter Costigan s a currant atalrs
niator and a ber of the
Press Councll, A




